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Minutes after four stu-
dents were stabbed Mon-
day afternoon on cam-
pus, many students still 
went to class and some 
took exams in the midst 
of confusion about the 
ongoing violence around 
them.  
According to the UT 
Police Department, of-
ficers received reports 
of the stabbings around 
1:46 p.m. Monday and 
arrived to the scene 
about two minutes later. 
However, students were 
not officially excused 
from classes until 3:20 
p.m., when Provost Mau-
rie McInnis sent an email 
to the University cancel-
ing classes and events for 
the remainder of the day.
The gap of time in 
between the incident 
and the cancellation 
left students and pro-
fessors worried about 
how to continue their 
Biology junior Kendrex 
White, the student facing 
murder charges in the death 
of undergraduate studies 
freshman Harrison Brown, 
told police he did not re-
member Monday’s attack, 
according to an affidavit 
filed Wednesday morning.
When White was tak-
en into custody after the 
on-campus attack, which 
left Brown dead on the 
scene and three other stu-
dents injured, and asked by 
police if he knew why he 
was there, White said, “Yes, 
accusations of pushing 
someone down and I think 
using a bladed weapon.”
According to the arrest 
affidavit, White said it was 
possible he used a knife in a 
manner to hit someone, but 
that he didn’t remember. 
When police asked if White 
was hearing voices in his 
head, he said that his mind 
told him to “tell the truth 
and withhold any action 
that he did because it really 
didn’t happen.”  
WHen police asked 
White about the knife that 
was on his person when he 
was detained in Jester Cen-
ter on Monday afternoon, 
he said he purchased it a 
few days ago for protection 
and that Monday was the 
first time he had carried it 
on his person. White had 
two superficial cuts on his 
left hand and wrist “that ap-
peared to be fresh and from 
a sharp blade,” according to 
The sky faded to purple 
Wednesday night as Edwin 
McCain’s “I’ll Be” played softy 
in the evening air. One student 
lifted their horn to the sky. 
Another did the same. With-
in seconds, thousands raised 
their horns to honor the life of 
Harrison Brown. 
The Main Mall was filled for 
a University-wide gathering 
hosted by Student Govern-
ment in honor of Brown, the 
undeclared freshman killed 
in the on-campus stabbing 
Monday afternoon. The Tower 
bell rang 19 times symbolizing 
Brown’s 19 years of life.
Nutritional sciences ju-
nior Colton Becker said he 
met Brown last fall and was 
struck by how genuine he 
was and how much they had 
in common.
“I wanted so badly to help 
him succeed and to be a good 
mentor,” Becker said. “There 
Institutions of higher edu-
cation would be required to 
include the average grade in 
a course beside an individu-
al’s final grade on their tran-
script under a bill approved 
Wednesday by a Texas Sen-
ate committee.
Sen. Larry Taylor, 
R-Friendswood, said the 
intent of Senate Bill 2079 is 
to provide transparency to 
students, parents, employers 
and graduate school admis-
sions offices about the hy-
perinflation of grades on col-
lege campuses throughout 
the nation.
Since the 1960s, Taylor 
said the percentage of As 
given in college courses has 
increased from 15 to 45 per-
cent, and As and Bs make up 
75 percent of all grades re-
ceived by students in college 
courses.
“Rather than a higher ed-
ucation system where stu-
dents are honestly assessed 
for their abilities, we now 
have a system where ev-
ery student is told they are 
above average,” Taylor said 
during the bill’s April 26 
committee hearing.
A revised version of the 
bill introduced Wednesday 
would broaden the scope of 
the bill so that it applies to 
community colleges.
Miranda Goodsheller, 
manager of governmental 
affairs for the Texas Associ-
ation of Business, said grade 
inflation has made it nearly 
impossible for companies to 
rank applicants by academic 
achievement. 
“Employers are unable 
to tell whether a high GPA 
is a sign of talent, intelli-
gence and dedication, or 
merely the completion of 
the easiest course available,” 
Goodsheller said. 
While the University is not 
able to speak on pending leg-
islation, J.B. Bird, director of 
University media relations, 
said employers seem pleased 
with UT Austin graduates.  
Philosophy professor 
Robert Koons said grade in-
flation presents an “existen-
tial crisis” for our system of 
higher education. Although 
not speaking on behalf of the 
University, Koons said this 
grade inflation is seen across 
all areas of study, including 
sciences and engineering, 
and if the inflation continues 
at the current rate, everyone 
will receive all As in 20 years. 
“The system collapses at 
that point,” Koons said. “The 
B.A., the B.S. become mean-
ingless credentials. Who is 
The student in Monday af-
ternoon’s 26th Street stabbing 
incident fabricated the re-
port, according to the Austin 
Police Department.
A 20-year-old male stu-
dent was playing with a knife 
when he accidentally cut him-
self, APD Chief Brian Man-
ley said in a press conference 
Wednesday. When the student 
realized the medical costs he 
would incur for the accidental, 
self-inflicted wound, he falsi-
fied the report in connection 
with the on-campus stabbing, 
which had occurred several 
hours before.
The student originally told 
police he got into a confron-
tation with an unknown man 
at around 3 p.m., after he ob-
served him threaten a woman 
with a knife. The student said 
he sustained a stab wound to 
the leg during the confron-
tation, but didn’t report the 
incident to APD until 4:30 
p.m, after he had transported 
himself to St. David’s Hospital 
for treatment. 
“This incident did not hap-
pen in the way it was original-
ly reported,” Manley said. “The 
individual was giving a state-
ment today ... and the conver-
sation went in a direction to 
where he finally admitted that 
he made this whole thing up.”
Possible charges include 
false reporting to a peace of-
ficer, a Class B misdemeanor, 
but charges have not been 
filed, Manley said. APD 
has yet to publicly identify 
the student. 
After Monday’s on-cam-
pus stabbing, which left three 
students injured and another 
dead on the scene, rumors ran 
rampant on social media, with 
many claiming that additional 
assailants were targeting stu-
dents with Greek life affilia-
tions in West Campus. 
APD announced at 5 p.m. 
Monday that the 26th Street 
incident, which was among 
the social media rumors, was 
unfounded and told the com-
munity only to accept infor-
mation from official sources. 
APD didn’t notify the com-
munity of the student’s re-
port until almost 10 p.m. that 
night, several hours after both 
the student’s report and the 5 
p.m. announcement.
Manley apologized for 
the conflicting information 
in a joint press conference 
Tuesday morning.
“Where we failed was not 
putting out the information 
until 9:38 (Monday) night that 
we did in fact have another in-
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White claims no memory of attack
By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
UTPD secure the crime scene on 21st and Speedway outside 
Jester West dormitory.WHITE page 2
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UT students filled Main Mall just south of the Tower on Wednesday evening to come together and honor the life of Harrison 
Brown. 
WEST CAMPUSSTATE
Senate Bill 2079  requires 
class averages on transcripts
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Schools would be required to include the class average 
beside the individual’s grade on a transcript.
TRANSCRIPTS page 2 APD page 2
Smack, a startup created by 
UT electrical and computer 
engineering seniors, hopes to 
improve bike security on cam-
pus and beyond. 
Created as part of a project 
in the entrepreneurial part of 
the group’s senior design cap-
stone course, Smack is a smart 
bike rack that protects bike 
theft. The group presented the 
startup last Wednesday to the 
public and faculty.
Nick Sehy, chief financial 
officer of Smack, said the 
group was inspired by the lack 
of bike security on campus 
and the widespread biking 
culture in Austin.
“I participated in Texas 
4000 where you’re given a 
$1,500 bike for free so you 
can ride it to Alaska,” Sehy 
said. “I didn’t want to lose this 
important bike on campus, 
because you hear a lot of hor-
ror stories about people losing 
their bikes.”
Mark McDermott, who 
taught the entrepreneurial 
class the group took, said the 
class supplements the tra-
ditional senior design cap-
stone course electrical engi-
neers must complete their 
senior year.
“The big thing (in the 
class) is inspiring design,” 
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To quote the Illiad, “Don’t vex 
me, bitch.”
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Selma H. and Jonathan L. take the dance floor at the Taste of Mexico event held at Brazos Hall downtown on Wednesday afternoon. 





According to the affi-
davit, in his final state-
ment during the interview, 
White told police “If I did 
something I don’t remem-
ber then I want to be told.”
Police said White had 
been suffering from men-
tal health issues and had 
recently been involuntarily 
committed in Bell County, 
according to the Austin 
American-Statesman. 
The UT Police De-
partment also arrested 
White April 4 for driving 
while intoxicated. White 
told police during the ar-
rest he had taken “happy 
pills.” White told officers 
he was supposed to take 
one 35-milligram Zoloft 
pill, but that he had tak-
en two around 4 p.m. the 
day before, according to a 
UTPD report obtained by 
the Statesman.
All three victims of 
Monday’s attack said they 
were struck from behind. 
Two of the victims received 
lacerations to the back of 
the head and the neck. 
The third victim, who 
has been identified as en-
gineering student Stuart 
Bayliss, received a lacer-
ation to the back requir-
ing surgery. Bayliss was 
released Wednesday from 
the hospital. 
White’s bail is set at $1 
million. He will be repre-
sented by defense attor-
neys Jacqueline Wood and 
Michael Watson and is 
scheduled to appear May 
19 in state District Judge 
Tamara Needles’ court, ac-
cording to the Statesman.
WHITE
continues from page 1
was just something about him 
and his curiosity toward the 
world (and) his warm person-
ality, which gave you that kind 
of energy ... He harnessed the 
ups and downs in life, and he 
manifested them in kindness 
toward others. The heart of life 
lived within him.”
UT President Grego-
ry Fenves said he offers his 
deepest sympathies and the 
University offers its strongest 
support for the families of 
the victims.
“What we are left with to-
night is our new reality, a 
painful reality, that our lives 
have forever been changed,” 
Fenves said. “Harrison is gone, 
but he has left a legacy of pos-
itivity, thoughtfulness and de-
votion for us to absorb and to 
reflect upon.”
Fenves said Brown had 
a close relationship with 
his family, especially his fa-
ther, who suffered from Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. During last 
year’s Austin walk to defeat 
the disease, Brown partici-
pated with his father and his 
brother, John. 
“When the three of them 
neared the end, Harrison and 
John lifted their father out of 
the wheelchair, put their arms 
around him and walked him 
across the finish line,” Fenves 
said. “It was a gesture of love, 
(but) it was also a gesture of 
defiance. This disease would 
not defeat the three of them.”
Biology senior Micaela 
Fuentez, Brown’s University 
Leadership Network mentor, 
said every week Brown would 
walk into the classroom in his 
lightwash jeans and polo shirt, 
usually humming and singing.
“No matter what was going 
on in his life, he always wore 
that big smile on his face,” 
Fuentez said. “If he saw some-
one look down or upset, Har-
rison was there, cracking jokes 
and trying to put a smile on 
their face.”
The vigil concluded with a 
performance from Brown’s co-
ed acappella group, the Ran-
som Notes. 
Student Body President 
Alejandrina Guzman said the 
loss hit her when she watched 
a Facebook video of Brown 
singing, which went viral 
Monday evening. The video 
has since received more than 
700,000 views. 
“Tears began to roll down 
my face,” Guzman said. “His 
voice was so beautiful. I could 
feel the warmth of his heart. I 
didn’t personally know him, 
but I could feel his spirit next 
to me.”
 Guzman said the University 
has numerous services to offer 
for those in need, including the 
Counseling and Mental Health 
Center’s 24/7 Crisis Line, the 
Behavior Concerns Advice 
Line, SURE WALK and Stu-
dent Emergency Services.
“It’s okay to not be okay 
right now,” Guzman said. 
“The most important thing is 
we love each other and sup-
port each other as we mourn 
and celebrate Harrison’s 
life together.”
BROWN
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going to spend five, 10, 20, 
200 thousand dollars to get a 
meaningless credential?” 
The bill would require the 
average grade given in the 
course on all student tran-
scripts, except those who 
take the course for pass/fail 
credit or classes with 10 or 
fewer students. 
Taylor also said he hopes 
to introduce an amendment 
on the House floor that 
would delay implementation 
of the bill’s provisions for 
five years to avoid imposing 
a burden on institutions of 
higher education. 
Thomas Lindsay, di-
rector of the Center for 
Higher Education at Texas 
Public Policy Foundation, 
said the bill would enhance 
workforce competitive-
ness among Texas public 
university students. 
Lindsay said Dartmouth 
College, Columbia Univer-
sity, the University of Indi-
ana and University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill have 
similar transcript require-
ments, but if Texas imple-
ments this policy, it would 
come to be known as the 
Texas transcript. 
“I think that it would 
quickly become the gold stan-
dard among the 50 states,” 
Lindsay said.
Koons said he believes the 
most important jobs of a col-
lege teacher include holding 
students to high standards, 
being a tough grader and pro-
viding constructive feedback. 
“The greatest lectures in the 
world ... are not going to make 
up for the fact that you’re not 
holding students to high stan-
dards and expecting them to 
write, to speak, analyze and 
do research at that higher lev-
el,” Koons said. “That is why I 
think grade inflation strikes at 
the very core of our vocation 
as college teachers.”
TRANSCRIPTS
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cident in West Campus,” Man-
ley said. “We should have put 
our information out earlier.”
Manley said the UT and 
West Campus communities 
should no longer be con-
cerned about an assailant in 
the area. Police had previ-
ously asked for the public’s 
help in identifying a suspect 
after the student’s report 
on Monday.
The investigation regarding 
the student’s falsified report 
is ongoing.
APD
continues from page 1
scheduled activi-
ties for the day while 
processing what had 
just occurred. 
“We were all just kind of 
staring at each other like 
‘I can’t even believe we’re 
having a test right now in 
the middle of this,’” govern-
ment junior Bailey Sharp 
said. “‘Why is UT not shut-
ting down campus right 
now? This is insane.’”
Sharp said she heard 
about the stabbings from 
her peers while studying 
for a Spanish exam inside 
Mezes Hall. Sharp said 
she was scared and unsure 
about what was happening 
in close proximity to her 
classroom, but her profes-
sor still expected students 
to take the exam from 2 to 
4 p.m.
Joey Williams, commu-
nications director for the 
provost’s office, said the 
President’s Crisis Response 
Team makes decisions to 
cancel class based on facts 
available at the time on a 
case-by-case basis. Howev-
er, he said faculty members 
do not need permission 
from the University to can-
cel class. 
“When it comes to class-
es, faculty really do have 
very wide discretion in how 
they handle their classes 
and whether they’re can-
celed,” Williams said. “It’s 
gonna be their judgment as 
to what they can and what 
they’re willing to do.” 
Jossianna Arroyo-Mar-
tinez, chair of the depart-
ment of Spanish and Portu-
guese, said in an email that 
she believes the University’s 
decision to cancel classes 
more than an hour after the 
incident was unfortunate.
The department of Span-
ish and Portuguese de-
clined to comment as to 
why class was still held and 
an exam was given. 
“I’m so disappointed with 
the department of Spanish 
... why they allowed us to 
keep following through with 
the test when these horrific 
things are happening,” Sharp 
said. “It’s kind of like a slap 
in the face to us all.”
While no make up exam 
has been offered for stu-
dents in Sharp’s class, Ar-
royo-Martinez said the 
department will discuss 
possible ways to accommo-
date students. 
“We are now looking for 
alternatives as well as coun-
sel, as many of our students, 
professors and instructors 
are pretty upset by these 
sad events,” Arroyo-Marti-
nez said in an email. 
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A University police officer blocks the Speedway exit of Jester 
an hour after the stabbing of four students Monday  
afternoon. 
We are now looking for 
alternatives as well as 
counsel, as many of 
our students, profes-
sors and instructors 
are pretty upset by 
these sad events.
—Jossianna Arroyo-Martinez, 
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Researchers at the UT 
School of Nursing want to 
make it easier for people with 
Alzheimer’s to get a good 
night’s sleep.
The UT School of Nursing, 
along with the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, re-
cently received a $3.9 million 
grant from the National Insti-
tute on Aging to study and try 
to reduce nighttime agitation 
in people with Alzheimer’s. 
Nighttime agitation, also 
known as sundowning, re-
fers to the increase in certain 
behaviors, such as wandering 
around, trying to leave the 
house, yelling, screaming and 
hitting other people, in the 
evening and nighttime.
Kathy Richards is a research 
professor in the School of Nurs-
ing and the co-principal investi-
gator of the Nighttime Agitation 
and Restless Legs Syndrome 
in the People with Alzheimer’s 
Disease research project, which 
is the recipient of the grant. She 
said the grant will help fund a 
clinical study to determine a 
more effective treatment for 
nighttime agitation.
Richards said the condition 
can be quite harmful and cur-
rent treatments are dangerous.
“(The people affected) have 
the potential to harm them-
selves because their caregivers 
are often worn out trying to 
take care of the person,” Rich-
ards said. “For example, [the 
affected person] might try to 
turn on the stove and try to 
cook when their caregivers are 
asleep, but having their mem-
ory impaired, they may not 
be able to do it and put them-
selves in danger.”
According to Richards, 
around 60 percent of people 
with Alzheimer’s disease ex-
perience sundowning.
“One of the most common 
things that happens when 
someone has (sundowning 
is) the people who are try-
ing to care for them at home 
can’t rest and are exhausted,” 
Richards said. “(Sundowning) 
is the most common reason 
for institutionalization, which 
is very costly and reduces the 
quality of life for people.” 
Currently, patients with 
nighttime agitation often are 
treated with antipsychotic 
drugs, but Richards said there 
have been several federal 
mandates to try to decrease 
these types of medications. 
“(Antipsychotics) have 
been shown to lead to strokes, 
falls and death,” Richards 
said. “Now, there’s a big em-
phasis to determine a more 
effective treatment.”
Richard and her col-
leagues’ are introducing 
a new approach called 
precision medicine. 
“Precision medicine focuses 
on very carefully identifying 
the specific cause of the prob-
lem,” Richards said. “We be-
lieve one of the major reasons 
why people have sundowning 
is because of a sleep disorder 
that is unidentified and un-
treated in this population.”
Richards said this sleep dis-
order, called restless legs syn-
drome, leads to an inability to 
sit or lie still in the evening. 
“The purpose of this study 
is to use precision medicine to 
identify this problem, restless 
legs syndrome, and to treat it 
with a FDA-approved medi-
cation,” Richards said. 
The study will randomly 
assign people to receive ei-
ther the drug or a placebo 
for eight weeks, and will test 
if treating restless legs syn-
drome reduces sundowning 
behaviors, improves sleep 
and reduces the need for 
antipsychotic medications. 
“We think (precision med-
icine) has the potential to re-
ally improve the quality of life 
for people with Alzheimer’s 
disease and reduce the cost of 
caring for them in long-term 
care settings,” Richards said. 
“Eventually, we hope to apply 
it to people living at home to 
hopefully reduce institution-
alization and reduce caregiver 
burden in the home.”
VThis year UT geologi-
cal sciences Ph.D. student 
Rachel Bernard challenged 
her peers to describe their 
research using only 1,000 
of the most common words 
in the English language. 
Bernard said she hopes 
more people will contrib-
ute to the Jackson School 
of Geosciences’ new blog 
while also making their 
studies more accessible to 
those not in geoscience. 
She said she was inspired 
by a cartoon on the web-
comic xkcd, which illus-
trated the schematics for 
NASA’s Saturn V rocket us-
ing a compilation of 1,000 
common words. 
“The topic of scientists 
communicating with the 
public has been more on 
people’s minds (recent-
ly),” Bernard said. “Usu-
ally when scientists have 
a problem with the pub-
lic not understanding, 
they just want to explain 
harder. It’s a valuable les-
son to talk about your re-
search in a way your mom 
could understand.”
Bud Davis, a Ph.D. can-
didate in geophysics, an-
swered Bernard’s challenge 
with a description of “land 
rocks,” which he said make 
up the Earth’s outer layer 
above the ocean, and “sea 
rocks,” which make up the 
Earth’s outer layer under 
the ocean.
“At the place where Land 
Rocks and Sea Rocks meet, 
there is sometimes a lot of 
the black stuff that makes 
your car engine run,” Da-
vis said in his response. 
“So figuring out how Land 
Rocks and Sea Rocks form 
is really important for un-
derstanding how much 
black stuff there is on Earth 
and where it might be.”
Bernard said that at 
times the challenge can be 
ridiculous, as some well-
known words like “min-
eral” cannot be used. Re-
searchers checked their 
summaries using a tool on 
xkcd’s website.
“I don’t think you would 
talk to an adult this way,” 
Bernard said. “It can seem 
like you’re talking down to 
people. It’s hard because 
when you’re talking to 
other scientists, it’s useful 
to have jargon. You some-
times need these really spe-
cific terms and phrases.”
Bernard said that de-
spite the possibility for 
condescension, she thinks 
the concept of explaining 
complicated research using 
simpler words is still help-
ful.
“Scientists as individu-
als can lose touch pretty 
quickly,” Bernard said. “We 
forget what other people 
know and then we have 
trouble communicating 
with them. I think it’s use-
ful for anyone to practice 
using simpler language, 
especially for grad stu-
dents before we lose touch 
Smack, a startup created by 
UT electrical and computer 
engineering seniors, hopes to 
improve bike security on cam-
pus and beyond. 
Created as part of a project 
in the entrepreneurial part of 
the group’s senior design cap-
stone course, Smack is a smart 
bike rack that protects bike 
theft. The group presented the 
startup last Wednesday to the 
public and faculty.
Nick Sehy, chief financial 
officer of Smack, said the 
group was inspired by the lack 
of bike security on campus 
and the widespread biking 
culture in Austin.
“I participated in Texas 
4000 where you’re given a 
$1,500 bike for free so you 
can ride it to Alaska,” Sehy 
said. “I didn’t want to lose this 
important bike on campus, 
because you hear a lot of hor-
ror stories about people losing 
their bikes.”
Mark McDermott, who 
taught the entrepreneurial 
class the group took, said the 
class supplements the tra-
ditional senior design cap-
stone course electrical engi-
neers must complete their 
senior year.
“The big thing (in the 
class) is inspiring design,” 
McDermott said. “Coming up 
with ideas that solve a prob-
lem are good. That’s what en-
gineers should be doing.”
Sehy said people use Smack 
by reserving a space for their 
bike and setting an individual 
PIN to unlock a specific slot in 
a specific bike rack, providing 
each user with personalized 
security. Sehy said Smack is 
helpful because it incorpo-
rates locks into the bike rack. 
He said a hefty lock that might 
cost upwards of $60 is incon-
venient and financially diffi-
cult for students. 
“The smart bike rack em-
beds locks in the rack itself, so 
you don’t have to carry a lock,” 
Smack CEO Jason He said. 
“Built-in Wi-Fi allows you to 
reserve a slot before you bike 
to class.”
The Wi-Fi and electrical 
component allows the rack 
to monitor its cables and 
send alerts when someone 
tries to tamper with them. 
Smack Vice President of En-
gineering Clint Simpson said 
the internet capability of the 
rack creates potential for 
additional features.
“You can make it so users 
can pick a favorite rack or 
save their PIN number so they 
don’t have to enter it every 
time,” Simpson said.
A survey taken at the show-
case demonstrated that 56 
percent of people who don’t 
bike say they don’t because of 
a fear of theft or not knowing 
where to park.
“If a city is truly trying to 
encourage cyclists on the road, 
then they should take the next 
step in providing security for 
the bicyclists,” said Smack Vice 
President of Operations Qian 
He. “It also promotes a healthy 
environment because it en-
courages bikers and has solar 
panel-powering capability.”
Hardware development 
specialist Ted Mao said Smack 
also saves money in the long 
run because it would reduce 
the cost of bike thefts, both for 
bike owners and the police. 
The group hopes to pass 
Smack along to a group in the 
next entrepreneurship class 
so that it may be implement-
ed on campus in the coming 
years, especially since the 
price of the smart bike racks 
are competitive with current 
traditional racks, according 
to He.
“The challenge was re-
alizing that when you do a 
project in the real world, no 
classroom can teach or pre-
pare you to understand how 
things are to be done,” said 
Akshans Verma, Smack’s 
Director of Web Interface 
Development. “There were 
days when we didn’t even 
know how to move for-
ward, so seeing every piece 
come together and going to 
the open house and seeing 
the finished product was 
so rewarding.”
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Geologists make research relatable 
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‘Smack’ hopes to better bike security
INNOVATION
Courtesy of UT Electrical and Computer Engineering
The Smack smart bike rack allows users to secure their 
bikes without investing in heavy bike locks.
TOTES
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“It is a dark day for free speech in Amer-
ica,” absurdist right wing commentator Ann 
Coulter told her 1.49 million Twitter follow-
ers last week after her speech to a conserva-
tive student organization at the University of 
California, Berkeley, was canceled. Later that 
night, she went on Sean Hannity’s prime-
time political talk show to explain — in front 
of some 3.1 million viewers — how she had 
been silenced.
Coulter, who regularly appears on Fox 
News, has authored twelve bestselling books 
and once cameoed in “Sharknado 3: Oh Hell 
No!”, is the latest victim of what many believe 
is an assault against free speech on college 
campuses. And in fairness, there have been 
some troubling incidents. In May 2014, for-
mer Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
canceled a commencement speech at Rutgers 
University after student protests.
And in October 2014, feminist media critic 
Anita Sarkeesian called off a speech at Utah 
State University after school staffers received 
an email threatening “the deadliest school 
shooting in American history” — evidence 
that the right is just as capable as the left of 
using violent threats to silence opponents.
But by many other measures, we’re actu-
ally living in a golden age of free speech. I 
don’t just mean the internet: The auspices of 
this era go well beyond Twitter or Facebook 
or Reddit. It’s been less than a century since 
Gitlow v. New York, a Supreme Court decision 
that greatly expanded the scope of free speech 
protections in the United States by applying 
them to state governments as well as the fed-
eral government. The remainder of the 20th 
century saw that scope expanded again and 
again, and today it is wider than ever: In the 
modern view, even money counts as speech.
Moreover, if public discourse is getting 
worse, it has little to do with a lack of free 
speech. Critics claim that Americans — par-
ticularly left-leaning and younger Americans 
— don’t want to hear alternative viewpoints. 
That may be true, but they certainly have 
access to those viewpoints. We’re lucky (rel-
atively, anyway), to live in a country where 
the bubbles we live in are self-imposed, not 
forced upon us by censors.
There may have been a time when a can-
celed speech dealt a significant blow to po-
litical discourse. But today, like the Force in 
Star Wars, that discourse surrounds us — it is 
more mercurial, more protean and far more 
difficult to change or chip away at. Chances 
are, there’s nothing Ann Coulter would have 
said in her speech that isn’t readily available in 
her books, her TV appearances or her tweets.
In fact, before CNN produced Jeffrey Lord 
(presumably in a lab, using spores) and be-
fore Kellyanne Conway introduced us to 
the magical world of alternative facts, Ann 
Coulter was arguably the most well-known 
political commentator in America. She’s also 
prone to derailing conversations rather than 
elevating them, making her a poor poster 
child for the silencing of alternative view-
points on college campuses.
Free speech is certainly an ideal worth de-
fending, and not just from government inter-
ference. But if you believe that there’s a crisis 
of free speech in America, save your sympa-
thies for someone more reputable and less 
prolific than Ann Coulter.
Groves is a government sophomore from 
Dallas.
Monday afternoon, one student died and 
three were injured in an on-campus stabbing. 
This senseless act of violence, in front of a siz-
able crowd of students in the busiest part of 
campus during the busiest time of day, has 
understandably shaken the university. We of-
fer our condolences to the family of Harrison 
Brown, who had a full life ahead of him as a 
bright, exuberant student — and stand in sol-
idarity with all who are saddened and taken 
aback by his death.
As more information trickles out over the 
next year, some questions about motive may 
not be entirely resolved. Our responsibility in 
the short term is to understand how we can pro-
tect and prepare ourselves going forward. Right 
now, we owe it to ourselves to examine how our 
campus reacts to emergency situations.
UTPD did what we expect of them on the 
ground. They were alerted of the incident at 
1:46 p.m. and by 1:48 p.m. were on the scene 
and in the process of making the arrest. We 
credit them for arresting biology junior Ken-
drex White without discharging a weapon, liv-
ing up to the standard we hold them to.
Where they went wrong, as they often have 
in the past, was in communicating what trans-
pired in a timely manner. Students received a 
text alert at 2:14 p.m., 28 minutes after they 
first received a call and 11 minutes after The 
Texan first tweeted about the incident.
This is not to say information was unavailable 
— our news team, as well as the Statesman’s, was 
able to provide reliable information as events 
unfolded. But students still had to seek out that 
information, which was often distorted and 
buried on a Twitter timeline or in a group text 
amid half-truths and hearsay. UTPD has the 
power to communicate directly and immedi-
ately, and by not acting on what they knew, they 
run the risk of letting falsehood disseminate at 
the whims of fear-stricken students.
Those fears, unsubstantiated as they turned 
out to be once all the facts came out, cannot 
be ignored by the University. Just because 
there was no evidence that members of Greek 
life was being targeted in a systematic fashion 
either during the stabbings or later in West 
Campus doesn’t mean that thousands of stu-
dents didn’t fear for their lives. 
We can’t blame students for erring on the 
side of caution when these rumors originally 
circulated, and the police can’t bear the entire-
ty of the blame when a student claimed to have 
been a victim of a stabbing in an attempt to 
get out of medical bills. But sorting out blame 
comes later: It is not the primary task at hand.
Twitter is essentially a game of telephone be-
ing played out in real time, exacerbating even 
the slightest appearance or possibility of dan-
ger in situations like these. Official statements 
are supposed to act as a check on these swirl-
ing rumors. They lose their power in the future 
when they are conspicuously wrong, as they 
were when UTPD announced that there were 
no ongoing threats to campus, despite having 
received reports of a stabbing on 26th street.
It does not matter that there was no risk 
to campus when White was arrested, that 
there was no bomb in the communications 
building or that there was no stabbing on 
26th Street. It does not matter that there was 
no ongoing threat to campus after the failed 
drive-by shooting on Dean Keeton last week. 
Inconsistent and unreliable communication 
erodes public trust and keeps UTPD from 
best serving us.
Students who contributed to the hysteria 
by faking reports or generating rumors also 
deserve their share of criticism. It’s that sort 
of panic-feeding environment where the rac-
ist flyers, an ugly manifestation of campus 
division, could be influential. But we can’t 
easily identify those people, and they would 
lose their power if more of the initial hysteria 
could be controlled. Our focus going forward 
has to be on quelling the capacity for these 
gossipers to make matters worse.
We must also take care not to politicize 
this incident. Rumors about a student car-
rying a gun stopping the incident have not 
been substantiated, and discussion of campus 
carry policies won’t help our campus heal 
right now. Discussing substantive universi-
ty policy changes, like quicker emergency 
alerts, with UT President Gregory Fenves, as 
Student Government did earlier in a meeting, 
should be our focus.
After two murders on campus in little over a 
year following a nearly 50-year period without 
one, we should hope that we can go decades 
longer without incident. But there’s no better 
time than now to examine how we can better 
react to or prevent tragedies like these from 
happening again.
Imagine a newly admitted student seeing 
UT for the first time. Imagine a guest speaker 
arriving on campus, preparing to give a lecture.
They’re excited to arrive on our beauti-
ful campus, and they’ve heard all about our 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 
After all, UT was named a top environmen-
tally responsible college last October by The 
Princeton Review.
Now imagine our visitors struggling to find 
their way around the The Forty Acres. When 
they turn to one of the posted maps, what will 
they see? Roads. Parking garages. Interstate 
35, complete with ramps.
The message is clear: UT is a campus that is 
car-first. The message that one does not get to 
campus by any means other than a car is im-
plied; and the parking garages, marked with 
eye-catching “P” logos and a distinctive shade 
of navy blue, are shrines to our four-wheeled 
idols of metal, oil and rubber.
Even the heart and soul of campus — the 
newly renovated Speedway Mall — has van-
ished now that it is closed to cars. And so 
dissenters from the church of the automobile, 
like Joseph Stalin’s political foes, have been 
erased from the public record.
Our worship of the car is thoroughly at 
odds with the idea of sustainability.
UT’s Campus Sustainability Policy, ad-
opted in 2008, defines sustainability as the 
presumption that “the planet’s resources are 
finite, and should be used conservatively, 
wisely, and equitably.” From enhanced cur-
ricula to smarter campus planning to more 
efficient operations, the policy envisioned a 
multi-pronged approach to make the uni-
versity more sustainable by “(advancing) 
economic vitality, ecological integrity, and 
social welfare.”
Encouraging visitors to arrive by car is 
economic folly — parking lots and garages 
waste precious real estate that could be used 
for student housing and classrooms. And ob-
viously, it’s bad for the environment — cars 
belch noxious emissions that kill thousands 
of Americans every year and contribute to 
worldwide climate change.
Our love affair with the car is also social-
ly unjust — less fortunate students already 
struggle with the high costs of Austin rent. A 
map that excludes their choice of transporta-
tion suggests they’re second-class Longhorns 
because they can’t afford to drive to class.
Despite the campus map’s narrow focus on 
car travel, sustainable transportation options 
are abound on campus. Nineteen percent of 
students walk to campus, according to a 2014 
study on transportation choices at UT. Eight 
percent commute by bicycle, producing no 
pollution whatsoever. Twenty-two percent 
ride the efficient and environmentally friend-
ly UT shuttle system. Only thirty-three per-
cent of students drive alone.
Looking at our campus map, visitors to our 
school would never discover these alternative 
transportation modes or realize how integral 
they are to our culture. The map should show 
not just parking garages, but also UT shuttle 
lines, bicycle lanes and major walking routes. 
Perhaps, as I noted previously in my critique 
of the Be Safe initiative, it could also show the 
real-time locations of UT shuttles using exist-
ing bus tracking technology.
We must demonstrate that we give equal at-
tention to more sustainable, efficient and envi-
ronmentally conscious ways of getting around. 
Our commitment to sustainability rings hol-
low so long as we give the prospective student 
and guest speaker the false impression that our 
campus is obsessed with cars.
Young is a computer science junior from 
Bakersfield, California.
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Police investigate the scene of a multiple stabbing on campus Monday that left one student 
dead and three others wounded. UTPD waited nearly 30 minutes to alert students of danger.
Students deserve clearer crisis communication 
 Chances are, there’s nothing Ann 
Coulter would have said in her 
speech that isn’t readily available 
in her books, her TV appearances or 
her tweets.
that kind of experience for 
students, but it is 
definitely the trend in the con-
temporary performance world 
beyond academia.”
School of music professor 
Russell Pinkston said the event 
evolved from an electronic 
music showcase called EARS 
that was founded in the mid 
1980s and now includes dance 
and lighting designers. As the 
collaborations with dance in-
creased over the nest decade, 
it came to be known as Ears 
and Feet and as video elements 
began to be included it became 
Ears, Eyes + Feet. 
Now, Gionfriddo said it has 
become a yearly tradition in 
which dance students, either 
for a class or voluntarily, join 
forces with music students and 
visual designers to create an 
innovative show that integrates 
the diverse elements of their 
respective fields.
“Every piece you see will 
include dance and music 
composition and produc-
tion in some form (but) 
everyone has interpreted 
that differently,“ Gionfriddo 
said. “They all have differ-
ent concepts for each piece 
that you will see, but all of 
them are working towards the 
successful integration of 
those elements.”
Natural sciences junior 
Victoria Murillo, who served 
as one of the student chore-
ographers, said participating 
has allowed her to find mod-
ern ways to apply technology 
to the traditional elements 
of choreography.
Murillo said for this year’s 
event she will be using a new 
method of motion reading 
technology, called e-motion. 
It will be worn by the danc-
ers, and will produce sound 
based off the movement of 
their body.
“(They) are these little sen-
sors that pick up the paces the 
dancers are doing,” Murillo said. 
“(They) create a high pitch tone 
or a low pitch tone depending 
on where the limbs of the danc-
ers are. So, when I created the 
choreography it was ex-
perimenting with how the 
tones sound and how it 
worked with the bedding 
track that the composer 
had pre-composed.”
Pinkston said learning to use 
technology with art and work-
ing together to understanding 
each other’s fields has been one 
of the biggest challenges the 
students have had to overcome.
“The process of collabo-
rating with artists from other 
disciplines is something that is 
extremely beneficial education-
ally,” Pinkston said. “In a mixed 
media art form you have to work 
with other artists in different 
disciplines. You have to 
learn to communicate, mod-
ify your vision for your 
piece with the vision of the 
other person.”
For Gionfriddo, the benefit of 
being able to come together and 
put their abilities to practice in a 
real-world scenario outweighs 
the challenges.
“That is always a scary 
moment for a young design-
er, not knowing how that is 
going to translate,” Gionfrid-
do said. “But, so far every-
one is very pleased with how 
the elements are going to 
be combine.”
As for the food, it’s easy 
to see why it became such a 
popular spot during its first 
run on the Drag. Even with-
out meat, the dishes at Veg-
gie Heaven leave nothing to 
be missed. The Protein Vader 
made a huge statement with 
firm fried veggie protein, sau-
teed string beans and a won-
derfully spicy homemade 
Szechuan sauce will have 
customers’ noses running in 
no time.
The protein along with the 
layer of fried batter actually do 
a pretty commendable job of 
imitating meat and the string 
beans have a nice crunch 
to them.
Another menu high-
light are the buns. These 
are basically just soft sweet 
bread buns filled with any-
thing from tofu and curry 
to kimchi. The curry bun 
is a great choice, as the 
kick of the curry compli-
ments the sweetness of the 
bun magnificently. 
With a nice dining room, 
friendly servers and great 
vegetarian food, Veggie 
Heaven is ready to welcome 
back all of its old custom-
ers and attract a new crowd 
of Austinites.
The first “Guardians of the 
Galaxy” was a gamble. And 
yet director and co-writer 
James Gunn opened the pic-
ture with such vigor and wit 
that he grabbed the attention 
of moviegoers around the 
world. Suddenly, a space rac-
coon and a talking tree aren’t 
so silly anymore — they’re 
beloved superheroes.  
Returning director Gunn 
uses his hard-earned goodwill 
in “Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 2” to explore just one, very 
trippy concept: a living planet 
called Ego. He’s got thoughts 
and feelings like regular people, 
but he also has godly powers. 
To make things weirder, this 
planet also has a human form 
played by Kurt Russell. In his 
human form, Ego traveled to 
Earth and fell in love with the 
mother of Peter Quill (Chris 
Pratt) in 1980.
Fast forward to 2014, and 
the Guardians of the Galaxy 
meet Ego’s human form after 
a battle that destroys their ship. 
Ego wastes no time introduc-
ing himself as Quill’s father, 
and he offers to take him to his 
planetary body. Quill, along 
with Gamora (Zoe Saldana) 
and Drax (Dave Bautista), take 
him up on his offer. There, 
they encounter gorgeous, 
colorful vistas, and Quill learns 
that he has the same god-like 
abilities as Ego. Slowly, his re-
sentment toward his absent 
father fades. 
Meanwhile, Rocket Rac-
coon (Bradley Cooper) and 
Baby Groot (Vin Diesel) stay 
behind to repair the ship. They 
are captured not long afterward 
by Yondu (Michael Rooker), 
the alien who raised Quill and 
the leader of the Ravagers. But 
Yondu soon becomes a pris-
oner of his own men when he 
refuses to turn in Rocket for a 
hefty bounty. 
At this point, any further 
discussion of the story will 
spoil the truly gut-wrench-
ing twist that “Vol. 2” has up 
its sleeve. It’s certainly a more 
emotionally affecting film than 
the first “Guardians,” exploring 
the emotional scars that drive 
its dysfunctional heroes to con-
tinually fight one another. The 
large ensemble cast brings their 
A-game to the drama, humor 
and action, and Gunn allows 
formerly minor characters the 
chance to become fan favor-
ites. The characters all have 
great human moments, such 
as when Quill calls Rocket a 
“trash panda” in the midst of 
an argument, or when Ego and 
Quill play a game of catch with 
a ball made of pure energy.
But with such a vast array 
of characters split between the 
Guardians, the Ravagers and 
the pretentious aliens called the 
Sovereign, “Vol. 2” has trouble 
finding its groove. An unwieldy 
number of storylines run con-
currently in the second act, 
forcing the narrative to side-
line Quill’s journey in order to 
track the personal growth of 
Yondu, Rocket, Gamora, Drax 
and Nebula (Karen Gillan), a 
villain from the first movie. As 
a result, the middle section of 
“Vol. 2” noticeably lacks for-
ward momentum in spite of 
strong writing.
When “Vol. 2” eventu-
ally rallies its characters for 
its final stretch, it also re-
solves the first film’s biggest 
problem: the lack of a good 
villain. No one who 
sees “Vol. 2” will have 
that complaint.
“Vol. 2” serves up another 
great “Awesome Mix” as well, 
using Electric Light Orchestra’s 
“Mr. Blue Sky” for a laugh-out-
loud opening sequence and 
George Harrison’s “My Sweet 
Lord” for a scenic trip around 
Ego’s planet. The film also 
aims to bring out the tears with 
Cat Sevens’ “Father and Son,” 
which closes the story with im-
mense poignancy. At its heart, 
“Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 
2” is just as much about fami-
lal bonds sealed by fate as those 
sealed by blood. Quill might 
have spent most of his life long-
ing for a father figure, but he 
discovers in the end that he had 
a father all along.
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MOVIE REVIEW | “GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY VOL. 2”
‘Guardians’ proves another awesome mix
By Charles Liu
@CharlieInDaHaus
Courtesy of Marvel Studios
“The Guardians of the Galaxy” return for another rousing and 
emotional adventure.
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notoriety came from good 
timing. They started their 
podcast right around the time 
Disney bought the rights to 
Star Wars from Lucasfilm. 
“It was definitely an in-
teresting time, but it was fun 
to cover, and we just ate it all 
up as material for our show,” 
Goins said. “To think that 
a couple thousand people 
tune in every time we do an 
episode, it’s kinda cool that 
other people care enough 
to listen to us talk about 
Star Wars.”
Despite it being an occa-
sional thing, running six pod-
casts on a bi-weekly basis is a 
difficult task, though Delga-
do’s peers recognize the effort 
she puts into each segment.
Steve Glosson, a co-host on 
the podcast Rebel Yell, said he 
admires how Delgado balanc-
es professionalism while still 
remaining a child at heart.
“Whereas a lot of Star 
Wars fans like to speculate 
on what’s next, Teresa likes to 
celebrate what’s already hap-
pened,” Glosson said. “Teresa 
does a great job of remind-
ing people that Star Wars is 
for everybody.”
Delgado said because Star 
Wars is a vital part of her life, 
she hopes the franchise con-
tinues to make steps towards 
inclusivity and reflect the 
wide spectrum of people who 
love that universe as much as 
she does.
“You’re not always going 
to appeal to everyone but you 
can make your best effort, 
and I feel Star Wars is trying 
to do that,” Delgado said. “As a 
community, we should never 
get complacent and say, ‘okay, 
we’ve done enough now.’”
The University of Texas has 
dealt with the aftermath Mon-
day’s on-campus stabbing that 
left one dead. The Longhorn 
softball team played with heavy 
hearts as it shutout the Islanders 
of Texas A&M Corpus Christi 
3-0 Wednesday evening.
Before the game started, a 
moment of silence was held for 
the victims of Monday’s sttack.
“Practice was a little som-
ber yesterday,” head coach 
Connie Clark said. “It’s sad. It’s 
just a senseless act of violence. 
You have to control the things 
you can control, be in tune 
with your surroundings, and 
pray the rest of the time. Our 
hearts go out to the victims and 
their families.”
The Longhorns’ game against 
the Islanders was the first game 
played in the aftermath of the 
tragedy. For the team, rallying 
and sticking together resulted in 
a shutout victory.
“We talked about it,” senior 
captain Kelli Hanzel said. “Not 
every game is guaranteed, and 
in life not every day is guaran-
teed. Just playing with heart, 
playing with your teammates, 
getting to enjoy that com-
radery. I feel like we brought 
that today.”
Redshirt sophomore Erica 
Wright started the contest in the 
circle — she collected victories 
in two of the past three shutout 
victories for the Longhorns. She 
pitched two perfect innings with 
three strikeouts before being re-
placed by junior Kristen Clark.
Following Clark on the 
mound was junior Paige von 
Sprecken, who was then re-
placed by sophomore Brooke 
Bolinger. Bolinger would finish 
the game as the four pitchers 
combined to throw a four-hit 
shut-out.
Notably, senior Tiarra Davis 
was held out of the game. Davis 
is twelve strikeouts away from 
having five hundred for her 
career, and she would become 
only the fifth pitcher in the Tex-
as program to accomplish such 
a feat.
“It’s nice to get all the pitch-
ers out there just to get them 
in some innings,” Hanzel said. 
“This weekend it may take all of 
our pitchers and I think they’re 
ready for it. I think this real-
ly does boost our confidence 
as well.”
The team is riding the 
pitching staff to a very unique 
kind of winning streak. Texas 
has won four straight games 
dating back to last Wednes-
day’s matchup versus North 
Texas, and each has been a 
shutout victory.
While the pitching staff has 
been dominant over the last 
week, the offense is living up 
to its potential as well, as the 
team has scored a total of twen-
ty-one runs. The team has av-
eraged five runs a game during 
the streak.
“I think it gives us confidence 
going into the weekend with 
Baylor,” junior captain Randel 
Leahy said. “Our last conference 
series especially against a ranked 
opponent is really significant 
for us.”
This weekend’s matchup 
versus No. 17 Baylor is the 
final series of the regular 
season, and Texas has the 
opportunity to build on their 
recent momentum. 
“I think it would give us 
swagger going into the Big 
12 tournament,” Leahy said. 
“It would give us a chip on 
our shoulder.” 















SOFTBALL | TEXAS 3-0 TEXAS A&M CORPUS CHRISTI
By Wills Layton
@willsdebeast
Longhorns cruise to 3-0 victory over Islanders
From fruit bars to freestyles, family drives Miles
One extra lap. 
That’s all a four year old 
Smacker Miles needed to swim 
on a hot summer day to get 
her reward: a cold fruit bar, re-
prieve from the relentless sun 
shining above. 
“At ten, she beat me in a 25 
meter race,” Les Miles, for-
mer LSU football coach and 
Smacker’s father said. “She out-
quicked her dad and tapped me 
out at the end.”
Soon enough, the accu-
mulated fruit bars yield-
ed yet another successful 
Longhorn swimmer. 
“I think I really like that re-
ward-style, like pay off,” Smack-
er Miles said. “Swimming is just 
such a reflection of how hard 
you work, and I love the direct 
correlation there.”
Now Smacker Miles begins 
her transition from sports to 
sports journalism, a career she 
has eyed since she was nine 
years old. 
“I think it’s kinda crazy that 
I knew what I wanted to do as 
a nine year old,” Smacker Miles 
said. “I knew I wanted to do 
that, but you don’t really know 
until you start doing it.” 
Coming from a family of 
athletes and a stint at Long-
horn Network, Miles seems to 
have found the perfect career 
for herself: reporting on the 
sports her and her family love. 
Her mother, Kathy, played 
and coached college basket-
ball. Her father, Les, played 
and then coached football for 
Louisiana State University. Her 
brothers are both currently 
playing football.
“What would always happen 
is we’d come back to the dining 
room table and say ‘well, what 
was our record,’” Les Miles said. 
“And that’s how we looked at 
our weekend.”
It’s quite clear that athlet-
ics and competition are em-
braced by the Miles family, 
and Smacker Miles feels this 
can help her become an even 
better journalist.
“I think my experience as 
an athlete just gives me a lot 
of perspective,” Smacker Miles 
said. “It makes me think about 
athletes and teams differently ... 
because there are things that we 
don’t know from being from 
the outside of the team.”
That perspective can be at-
tributed to the multiple sports 
she played before she took on 
swimming full-time: fast-pitch 
softball, basketball, and track 
and field, among others. And 
as Smacker Miles continued 
to grow up and mature, there 
were definitely times where her 
passion and confidence shone.
“I’ll always remember 
when she was like ten ... she 
didn’t make the (swim) team, 
and I could just see the tear 
come out from under her 
goggle,” Kathy Miles said. “As 
a parent it shows how much 
she’s really into something 
and how much it means 
to her.”
As with anybody involved 
in sports, the ups come with 
the downs. That’s where the 
closeness of the Miles family 
is most evident. The “get right 
back up” mentality helped 
keep Smacker Miles and her 
siblings looking forward to 
the next opportunity, and 
towards the successes that 
eventually came.
“She’s very proud of the 
things that her brothers, 
mother, sister, and dad have 
accomplished,” Les Miles 
said. “She has advanced that 
Miles last name.”
In the near future, Smack-
er Miles hopes to be work-
ing as a sideline reporter 
and eventually have her own 
TV show.
“A dream of mine would 
be to be reporting on a 
game where my brothers are 
coaching or playing,” Smack-
er Miles said. “I love having a 
team to cheer for ... it’s almost 
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Even in a fictional gal-
axy, proper representation 
is a concept that is still far, 
far away. However, with the 
help of her podcast commu-
nity, one Austinite is fighting 
for more diversity in the Star 
Wars universe.
For AISD high school 
teacher Teresa Delgado, 
what started as one podcast 
in 2013 blew up into sever-
al episodes in a span of just a 
few months. Now, Delgado 
co-hosts six different pod-
casts with people across the 
U.S., each one covering a 
different aspect of the Star 
Wars franchise.
Star Wars Bookworms 
was the first podcast Delga-
do co-hosted, and focuses on 
comics and literature about 
the Star Wars universe. She 
also hosts by Fangirls Going 
Rogue, an all-woman pod-
cast. Delgado said her female 
voice added a fresh dynamic 
to the online community she 
wasn’t anticipating. 
“I started my podcast ini-
tially on the basis that I’m a 
girl, I like Star Wars (so) here’s 
what I have to say,” Delgado 
said. “It was very rare to hear 
a girl on a podcast show at 
that time.”
Delgado said she wanted to 
use the podcast as an outlet to 
discuss the franchise’s lack of 
diverse characters and the fact 
that young girls need more 
role models to aspire to.
“People want to see peo-
ple in the mediums of en-
tertainment they enjoy that 
look like them,” Delgado 
said. “We need to give girls 
the exposure to know they 
can achieve great things — 
to be a CEO like Kathleen 
Kennedy at Lucasfilm.”
Her message resonates with 
a larger Star Wars fan base 
who also enjoy Delgado’s in-
sightful commentary which 
brings in over 4,000 followers 
on Twitter and listeners from 
around the globe.
“We have people that listen 
to our show even from Aus-
tralia, and that’s really cool,” 
Delgado said. “Podcasts give 
you the ability to network with 
listeners and break boundar-
ies, and it’s the best thing Star 
Wars can do.”
Delgado’s co-host on Star 
Wars Bookworms, Aar-
on Goins, said a lot of the 
Two years after Veggie Heav-
en’s 2014 closure, owner Stacy 
Chen was forced to choose be-
tween continuing a comfortable 
retirement and reopening her 
beloved restaurant. She chose 
to prioritize the happiness of the 
Austin community and resur-
rected Veggie Heaven. 
With a new location and a re-
vamped interior, Veggie Heaven 
returned Wednesday to reclaim 
its spot as one of Austin’s favorite 
vegetarian stops. 
“We thought we were going 
to retire, but then so many peo-
ple reached out to us asking for 
us to come back and saying they 
missed Veggie Heaven,” Chen 
said. “It’s part of the Austin com-
munity, so I figured I might as 
well bring it back and change up 
everything with a new look.” 
Veggie Heaven specializes in 
all vegetarian Asian food based 
mostly on Chen’s childhood 
culinary experiences. 
“I grew up in Taiwan so 
my taste is mostly based on 
Taiwanese style, but I changed 
it a little bit so the American au-
dience can be more receptive,” 
Chen said. 
Aside from her own 
creative process, a lot of in-
spiration comes from her fa-
ther and grandmother who 
were both chefs. She said 
she also finds inspiration in 
an unusual place — the Star 
Wars franchise. 
“I’m a big Star Wars fan,” 
Chen said. “I even created 
a dish on the menu based 
on Star Wars called the 
Protein Vader.” 
With Star Wars memora-
bilia throughout the restau-
rant and a calming ambi-
ance, Chen said she tries to 
make her new location feel as 
homey as possible. 
“We’re trying to create a 
friendly and elegant atmo-
sphere,” Chen said. “I want peo-
ple to feel like they’re coming 
into my own kitchen when they 
come here to eat.”
Although Veggie Heaven 
has been in limbo for over two 
years, Chen said her fan base 
has remained loyally by her side 
the whole time. 
“Once we left, a lot of these 
customers felt like they lost 
something precious,” Chen said. 
“They treat me like they’re fam-
ily, so I’m glad to be back as a 
part of their community. This is 
something I want to keep going 
for generations.”
Despite the absence and a 
brand new wait staff, Veggie 
Heaven hasn’t missed a single 
beat. The restaurant held two 
preview dinner events on Mon-
day and Tuesday for a small 
group of the restaurants most en-
thusiastic followers. Everything 
from the service to the food was 
executed impressively. 
The interior of this new loca-
tion is as relaxing as Chen said, 
and has a nice modern vibe to it. 
As for the Star Wars decorations, 
little things like R2-D2 soy sauce 
dispensers and a larger Darth 
Vader doll with a Veggie Heaven 
t-shirt in the front of the restau-
rant are endearing without 
becoming obnoxious. 
As the lights dim in the 
Payne Theater this week-
end, colorful effects will il-
luminate the stage as danc-
ers with motion sensing 
sound technology bring the 
theater to life.
On May 5 and 6 at 7:30 
p.m., the department of the-
ater and dance will work 
with the Butler school of mu-
sic and the integrated mu-
sic studies program to bring 
to life the Ears, Eyes + Feet 
production that will show-
case innovative creations by 
interdisciplinary teams. The 
event will bring together elec-
tronic music compositions, 
choreography and visual 
arts to create a modern per-
formance that combines 
technology with art. 
“It is a very eclectic group,” 
said Erica Gionfriddo, the-
ater and dance lecturer and 
director for the event. “It is a 
lot of moving parts and their 
goal is to create a cohesive 
performance piece that in-
tegrates dance, lighting, 
music and projection. It 
is a unique project and a 
lot of schools don’t offer 
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Jessica Joseph | Daily Texan Staff
Stacy Chen, executive chef of Veggie Heaven, infuses her childhood culinary experiences 
into the restaurant’s menu. The restaurant recently reopened since its closure in 2014 after 




Event unites music and technology
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Natural Sciences junior, Victoria Murillo, has worked on 
choreographing the piece titled Symbiotic in the dance pro-
duction of Ears, Eyes + Feet. The showcase will take place 
on May 5 and 6 at 7:30 in the Payne Theater.
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